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Changing nature 
of humanitarian 
crises

Future crises 
in a global 
context

The 21st century 
humanitarian 
organisation
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• Asia Pacific countries suffer about a third of all global disasters 
annually but account for up to half of all deaths, damage and 
losses. 

• From 2006‐2011, developing countries in the region experienced 
34% of world’s recorded disasters, 44% of deaths, 87% of people 
affected, and 33% of disaster‐related economic losses.

• Annual economic cost of disasters averages $53.8 billion in Asia 
and the Pacific.

• More than half the world’s slum dwellers live in Asia.
• High levels of urban poverty and informal settlers, and weak 

planning and regulation heighten disaster risks in cities
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“We are simply not keeping up and are failing to understand 
how important communication is. Communications 
technology is reshaping the world that we live in, and is, by 
extension, reshaping humanitarian space. It’s also 
redefining the role that we, as aid agencies, UN, NGOs, Red 
Cross, whatever, can play. But we’re not really noticing. 
People have grown to expect interaction. We do it every 
day – email, social media, sms. And yet when it comes to 
the work that we do our general perception seems to be that 
communication is about us communicating our message to 
the people that we are aiming to assist”.

- Oliver Lacey-Hall, UN OCHA ROAPFOR IT
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Robust and responsive strategic planning 
and trend monitoring capacities
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The organisational flexibility to regularly review 
strategies and programmes and adapt to changing 

environments
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The ability to draw  on innovative practices 
from a  wide range of disciplines to prepare 

for future threats

FOR IT
W

 O
NLY



Dynamic interactions across a range of 
internal & external networks
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Achieving a set of objectives that reflect a 
clear purpose over time, based on abiding 

goals and values
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TSUNAMI SIREN DAMAGED AFTER FALSE ALARM
Guardian, 07/06/2007 

Thursday June 7, 2007 12:31 PM JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) – Angry 
villagers stoned a tsunami warning siren in Aceh province after it 
accidentally went off, triggering panic in the region hardest hit by the 2004 
killer waves, an official said Thursday.

Several false alarms in Kaju district early Monday sent thousands of people 
fleeing to high ground before they were finally urged by police to return 
home. Roads were clogged with motorbikes and cars for more than an hour.

When another siren sounded in nearby Lhoknga later that afternoon, 
frustrated residents threw rocks at its electrical panel, said Syahnan Sobri of 
the local Meteorological and Geophysics Agency.
It was too high up, so they stoned it,‘‘ he said, adding that technicians were 
being sent to the scene to survey the damage.
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 What priority and space 
should we give to thinking 
about the future? 

 How sensitive are our 
policies to global 
transformations? 

 What if we fail to 
prioritise longer‐term 
strategic thinking?  
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